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[Abstract]

The aspects of diseases especially respiratory diseases and main causes of death were changed surprisingly
greatly among Japanese people after the War. The transition of aspects of them were observed in this paper
comparing before and after the War.

More than 50 years before the War, the top causes of death of Japanese people were epidemic enteritis which
occupied 50% or more causes of total death. The second greatest cause of death of Japanese was “tuberculosis”
especially lung tuberculosis. It occupied about 10% of total death of Japanese. After the War, because of national
and personal leveling up of economical condition and standard of public health, and above all, discovery and
development of antibiotics, almost all of these epidemic diseases have been controlled. And the most of the isolation
hospitals for epidemic patients or sanatoriums for tuberculosis patients were abolished or united into the part of
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isolated wards of general hospitals.

Instead of these epidemic diseases, the number of patients of cancer and cardio-vascular diseases has increased
gradually, and have had rank of the first and the second causes of Japanese death. Among these death by cancer,
lung cancer has occupied the top position. The number of patients of apoplexy increased for about 10 years after
the War, but, after that period, it has been turned to decreasing tendency because of advent of various effective
depressors. The national vital statistics 2011 showed that death by pneumonia exceeded apoplexy and reached to

the 3rd ranking cause of total death in Japan.
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