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Abstract

A Case of Acute Inflammatory Disease Suspected to be Incomplete
Kawasaki Disease and with a Clinical Course Resembling Hemophagocytic Lymphohistiocytosis

Amane Matsuura*, Eriko Amaya , Shinichi Tamura,
Hiroyuki Ishida, Sozo Okano and Hiroshi Kuroda

Department of Pediatrics, Kyoto City Hospital

A 7-year-old girl was suspected of having incomplete Kawasaki disease. We started treating her with intravenous immuno-

globlin (IVIG), but her fever and thrombocytopenia progressed and multiple pulmonary nodules were found on her chest comput-

ed tomography. Methylprednisolone pulse therapy, which is effective against both Kawasaki disease and hemophagocytic lym-

phohistiocytosis (HLH) was added because HLH was also suspected. After treatment, there was immediate improvement in her

symptoms and the bilateral pulmonary nodular shadows had completely disappeared. Kawasaki disease and HLH have similar

symptoms and sometimes the two diseases coexist. It is sometimes difficult to distinguish Kawasaki disease from HLH, and to

decide which treatment to use. This was a case of acute inflammatory disease suspicious of incomplete Kawasaki disease that had

a clinical course similar to that of HLH.

(J Kyoto City Hosp 2021; 41:13-17)

Key words: Kawasaki disease, Hemophagocytic lymphohistiocytosis, Pulmonary nodules
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