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A case of diffuse chronic osteomyelitis of mandible
with subsequent diagnosis of SAPHO after 20 years

Masaaki Takita', Shinya Takahashi!, Noriyoshi Nishikawa'’,
Hiroyuki Kyomoto' and Tomoaki Imai’

Department of Dentistry and Oral Surgery Saiseikai Nakatsu Hospital Osaka' and
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Osaka University, Faculty of Dentistry?

The patient was 3X years old at the time of the initial consultation. She underwent corticotomy for
osteomyelitis of the right mandible (mandibular body), and she developed 3 years later for diffuse
chronic osteomyelitis of the right mandibular ramus. Twenty years after the initial consultation, she
was diagnosed with synovitis, acne, pustulosis, hyperostosis, and osteitis (SAPHO) based on the presence
of osteomyelitis of the mandible and aseptic osteoarthritis of the sternoclavicular joint. A SAPHO lesion
was located proximal to the primary site of osteomyelitis and exhibited different pathological features.
In addition, the administration of antibiotics was effective for a certain period of time, indicating that

bruxism may have contributed to the clinical course of the disease.
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