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Abstract

Prevention of Disaster-Related Deaths : Economy-Class Syndrome.

Eiji Yamamoto
Clinical Department, Kyoto City Hospital

Economy-class syndrome (ECS), i. e, venous thromboembolism, was revealed to be one of the disaster-related health
hazards in Japan after the 2004 Chuetsu, Mid-Niigata Prefecture Earthquake. Although the importance of prevention has
been emphasized since then, there was regrettably reported a victim at the recent Kumamoto Earthquake, again.

Here, we reviewed the cause of ECS along with the fact that it is also a common disease among hospitalized patients.
We reviewed how the support system was established through the experience of several disasters, and discussed how the
disaster-area hospital should respond initially to prevent ECS until further support arrives..

(J Kyoto City Hosp 2017; 37(2):22-26)

Key words: Economy-class syndrome, Venous thromboembolism, Preventable disaster-related death



